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the assemblies and congresses owing their inception to the
initiative of International Associations. This work will re-
present the sum-total of human aspirations in every sphere
of the world's activity. The relations thus established be-
tween the Union of International Associations and the League
of Nations completely conform to the spirit which inspired
Article 24 of the Covenant; the League of Nations cannot
ignore any movements which group together men of different
nationalities, and it has even thought it worth while to set
apart one of the sections of its Secretariat for the special
study of international bodies and of the relations eventually
to be established with these. It was natural that its attention
should be specially drawn to that organisation which had
endeavoured to group together all the other international
associations and to co-ordinate their efforts. May the co-
operation thus begun, thus freely offered and accepted, lead
to the achievement of notable results !

There is no doubt that a movement which has established
itself with an intensity increasing in proportion to the multiply-
ing relations between the peoples rests upon profound bases
and answers to irrepressible needs. Suffice it to point out
that since 1843, from decade to decade, the number of inter-
national conferences has regularly doubled (9-20-77-169-309-
510-1070) until in the first four years of the decade begin-
ning with 1910 it reached a total of 494. Since the Armistice,
in spite of the obstacles resulting from passports and diffi-
culties of transport, seventy-seven international assemblies
have been held. This activity may give cause for great satis-
faction, for, more than any other sign, it bears witness to the
vitality of a task undertaken in the common interests of
humanity. It is for those who truly desire to deliver the
nations from the nightmare of another war to provide the
International Associations with the material means of con-
tinuing this magnificent work of pacific and fruitful concord
and understanding.